1636] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, r636 85

had reported them all faithfully; and consequently
he could very soon learn and remember the little we
asked. Yet this intelligent man had to work hard to
learn the sign of the Cross. It is wonderful how
prompt [44] and wide awake men are in worldly af-
fairs, and how dull they are in Spiritual things.

I took pleasure in hearing Louys explain our Mys-
teries to his relatives; he did it with grace, and
showed that he had understood them and made them
his own. Ah! how I wish I could speak Huron as
well as he does, for indeed in comparison with him
I only stutter; and yet the way of saying a thing
gives it an entirely different meaning. When I
brought forward the burning of the five wicked cities,
and the preservation of Lot and his family, to show
how God chastises severely even in this life the
wicked and vile, and how he saves the good, Louys
drew the conclusion from it for his relatives that, if
they served God faithfully, their Cabin would not be
burned even if all the village were afire.

Perhaps some one will think these things too tri-
fling to be written; but why? Cium eram parvulus,
loquebar ut parvulus, sapicbam ut parvulus; cim autem
Sactus ero vir, evacuabo que erant parvuli. When this
Church shall attain its growth, it will produce other
fruits. Some day, perhaps, will be told the great
alms, the fasts, the mortifications, the admirable pa-
tience, even the martyrdoms of the Huron [45] Chris-
tians. Now that they are yet in their cradle, we
ought to expect only the stammerings of children;
and so I shall continue the recital of these little things
which shall be, with God’s aid, the seed of greater.

In explaining to Louys’s relatives the commandment
not to steal, and mentioning that in France thieves



